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Election 2019 and a new 
government…

• The pension age became an important part of the 
campaign

• ”Now it is Arne’s turn”…

• A new governement enacted legislation to make it possible
to retire 1-3 years earlier for those who had worked for at 
least 42 years
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Initial screening of our
collection



Analysis of metadata
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Creation of documentation
forms to make it easier to 
understand the content of 
the data sets
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What it-system does the information come
from? (in this case: sickness benefit registry)

Years covered?

What requirements could be documented?

What AIPs?



Dialogue with the Agency 
for Labour Market and 
Recruitment
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Final selection of 
databases to be included i
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• Det centrale skatteyderregister - ligningsdelen 
(1970 - 2005) [Tax]

• Personindkomst/AKM (fra 1980-2017) 
[Income]

• Sygedagpengeregister (1983-2016) [Sick 
benefits]

• Arbejdsløshedsstatistikregister (1976 - 2006) 
[Unemployment]

• Kontanthjælpsregister [social security]
• Lærlingeregister [apprentices]

• Approximately 150 AIP’s



The Creation of the ”Arne 
Database”

• All AIP’s that were not already made into DIP’s in our
access system were loaded into the access system

• Staff from Digital Preservation and the IT department
extracted all relevant data and put it together in a database 

• The data is structured based on the personal identification
number as the primary key (all Danes have a national ID, 
based on their date of birth + 4 extra numbers, e.g. 
270524xxxx)
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So how DO we help Arne 
and his colleagues retire 
early…? 

The citizen applies for ”Early retirement” at the 
relevant agency (”Udbetaling Danmark”)

The agency calculates whether they can grant the 
citizen early retirement right away, based on their
own data

If not, the citizen can go to the National Archives’ 
website, fill in a form and request relevant 
documentation. A file is automatically created in 
our RMS

Staff at the DNA will make a look-up in the Arne 
Database and send documentation to the citizen

The citizen sends the additional documentation to 
Udbetaling Danmark which then recalculates the 
individual’s right to early retirement



The Danish Digitization
Award 2024 
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”By thinking creatively, the National Archives 
has been able to (…) create a holistic solution 
that not only meets the legal requirements, but 
also improves the overall experience for 
thousands of citizens every year.

The project has focused on strengthening legal 
certainty for citizens in their interactions with 
the public sector, and it is an excellent example 
of how the preservation and reuse of data can 
strengthen trust in the public sector.”



Important takeaways • Archiving of databases is important, both for historical and 
legal reasons

• Standardized formats and standardized documentation
are essential for our ability to reuse data efficiently

• Digital archiving and the ability to give access to archived
digital content is important for the archives in order to 
demonstrate our continued relevance, also in a more or 
less fully digital socitey

• It’s fun to win an award
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