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How it began



3Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

See report from February 2005

“Part two [...] deal[s] with institutional, technical and professional 
aspects of access to archives. Particular emphasis is placed on [...] 
finding aids and archival description; access on line and new research 
tools; setting up an Internet Gateway/Portal to documents and 
archives in Europe and cooperation with European networking projects 
in this field [...]”

The Report on Archives in the Enlarged European Union

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2005/EN/1-2005-52-EN-F1-2.Pdf
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The project years: 2009 to 2015

eContentplus

Horizontal expansion: 
from 18 to 34 countries

Vertical expansion: 
from national archives 
only to a wide array of 

institutions with 
archival holdings
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Developments around us back then
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Where we are right now
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Archives Portal Europe Foundation: since 2015

       
Assembly

of
Associates

Governing 
Board APEF staff Country 

Managers

See more at https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/about-us/who-we-are/ 

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/about-us/who-we-are/
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Contributions and content

36

5

24+
Languages
all official EU languages, 
plus Georgian, Hebrew, 
Icelandic

Countries
incl. overseas territories

Alphabets
ქართველი, Ελληνικά, 
български, 
עִברִית

7,200+ Institutions
1,200+ actively contribute 
with content 

650k+
Collections
Currently the largest online 
archival repository in the 
world

Types of institutions
National archives
City archives
Private archives
Museum archives
Church archives
University archives
Business archives
etc….
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Archives Portal Europe

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
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How to provide content
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Variations of levels and details
First step (required)

Second step (recommended, but variable)
Detailed 

(collections/fonds)

Collection level or 
item level

Generally (holdings 
and source guides)

With or without 
digital objects

Describing an institution

Describing one’s holdings

Third step (optional)

Describing records creators
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Regional or 
thematic portal

Working towards a central system

Portal
(live)

National portal

Institutional 
system

Common set of 
archival encoding 

standards

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
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Regional or 
thematic portal

Testing the data workflow

Portal
(Content 
Checker)

National portal

Institutional 
system Dashboard

(Content 
Checker)

Data Preparation 
Tool (DPT)

Option 1

Export

Option 2

See more at https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
https://dashboard.archivesportaleurope.net/Dashboard/index.action
http://wiki.archivesportaleurope.net/index.php/Category:Tools_DPT_manual
http://wiki.archivesportaleurope.net/index.php/Category:Tools_DPT_manual
https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation
https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation


14Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

Regional or 
thematic portal

Data processing and publication

Portal
(Live)

National portal

Institutional 
system Dashboard

(Live)

Data Preparation 
Tool (DPT)

Option 1

Export

Option 2

See more at https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation

HTTPS upload
or

OAI-PMH 
harvesting

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
https://dashboard.archivesportaleurope.net/Dashboard/index.action
http://wiki.archivesportaleurope.net/index.php/Category:Tools_DPT_manual
http://wiki.archivesportaleurope.net/index.php/Category:Tools_DPT_manual
https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation
https://github.com/archivesportaleuropefoundation
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What the portal offers
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Multilingual display

Automated translation with Google Translate
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Multilingual search

Combining search terms and using Boolean operators
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Re-usable data and content
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Re-usable data and content

Creative Commons CC0 Public Domain Dedication

Creative Commons CC0 Public Domain Dedication



20Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

Topic-based access



21Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

Automated topic detection
Beta

https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/topicdetection/
https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/topicdetection/
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Automated topic detection

Beta
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Resources and capacity building
Testing
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What might come next



25Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

The common European data space for cultural heritage

Common European data 
space for cultural heritage
(currently being deployed by 

the Europeana Initiative and its 
partners)

Main purpose: data sharing ecosystem 
and collaborative network for learning 
and creative  reuse (discovery) 
purposes.

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
INSTITUTIONS 

Core audiences: Cultural 
Heritage Institutions (data 
management, outreach) 
educators, digital humanities 
researchers and creatives)

Deployment

One of 14 
sectoral data spaces 

(Digital Strategy)

Commission 
Recommendation 
2021/1970 of 10 
November 2021

Digital Europe Programme

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-spaces
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021H1970
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021H1970
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021H1970
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021H1970
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The European Collaborative Cloud for Cultural Heritage

European Collaborative 
Cloud for Cultural Heritage

(Start: 1 June 2024; 
consortium led by CNRS)

Main purpose: working space to access 
collaborative tools  to support 
conservation and restoration purposes. 

Core audiences: Heritage 
professionals, researchers, 
restoration specialists, heritage 
scientists

Research & 
Innovation

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
INSTITUTIONS 

Ex-ante impact 
assessment

Report on a European 
collaborative cloud for 

cultural heritage

Horizon Europe Programme

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90f1ee85-ca88-11ec-b6f4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90f1ee85-ca88-11ec-b6f4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90f1ee85-ca88-11ec-b6f4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Hot topics: Decentralisation
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Hot topics: Governance

Networked organisation(s)
Infrastructure of 15 years

Data space for cultural heritage Collaborative Cloud for 
cultural heritage

Community of communities
Infrastructure to be established

© aurielaki - iStock Getty

?A possibility: 
European Digital 

Infrastructure 
Consortium 

(EDIC)



29Kerstin Arnold, DLM Forum Members’ Meeting,27 May 2024, Brussels

Hot topics: What about digital preservation?

Common European data 
space for cultural heritage

European Collaborative 
Cloud for Cultural Heritage

Presentation data Tools to prepare and enrich
data for publication

Need for digital 
preservation 

acknowledged, 
but not taken up 

currently by 
either initiative



Plan de Bruxelles et de ses monuments principaux [...], 1825. - Karten A (Allgemein) (Digitalisate DFG-gefördert), Nr. 9052 - Landesarchiv Nordrhein-Westfalen. Abteilung Westfalen. - CC BY-SA 

Questions? Comments?

***

Thank you for your 
attention!

archivesportaleurope.net
kerstin.arnold@archivesportaleurope.net

http://archivesportaleurope.net

